CWD PREVENTION

and all were negative. Hunters should fee
comfortable hunting deer and elk, but should
follow common sense precautions such as not
eating animals that look or act sick.

* We must continue surveillance of wild and
captive deer and elk.

* A complete importation ban of cervids
is needed to prevent the introduction of

CWD.
* KDFWR must remain the lead regulatory

agency over deer, elk and their relatives.

* At present, there is no vaccine and no live
animal test.

THE BOTTOM LINE

* Deer and elk are important wildlife resources.

* CWD is detrimental to wildlife and
negatively affects people socially and
economically.

* Captive deer/elk are at high risk for CWD
due to high density confinement.

* Regulation of deer/elk importation and
holding should remain with the Kentucky
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources.

* KDFWR will remain vigilant in protection
of all deer/elk in Kentucky.

This publication was partially funded with Federal Aid Pittman
Robertson Funds (PR) and a grant from the USDA Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Services Veterinary Services.

The Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources is funded through
the sale of hunting and fishing licenses. It receives no general fund
tax dollars.

If you feel that you have been discriminated against by this depart-
ment, please contact: Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1
Game Farm Rd., Frankfort, KY 40601; phone (502) 564-3400.
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WHAT WE KNOW
ABOUT CWD

* Fatal brain disease of deer and elk
caused by abnormal proteins.

* Causes progressive weight loss and
“wasting”.
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HOW STATES
RESTRICT DEER/ELK
IMPORTATION

* Similar to “mad cow” in cattle and
scrapie in sheep.

* Spread via contaminated soil and
direct contact between animals.

* Spread primarily by movement of
captive animals.

* Incubation period is at least 5 years.

I Total ban * No approved live animal test. No

: . . vaccine.
[ Bans importation from CWD-infected states

* Not yet known to be transmissible
1 Restricts importation from specific high-risk areas Y

to humans or livestock.
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CWD is known to occur in
captive facilities and the sur-
rounding wild deer and elk in

Colorado and south-central
Wyoming and is confined to this

endemic area for 30 years.
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